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“Dhawura Nguna Dhawura Ngunnawal” 

This is Ngunnawal Country 

The Ginninderra Rats acknowledge the Ngunnawal people who are the traditional custodians of this 
land on which we meet, train and play.  We pay respect to the Elders of the Ngunnawal Nation both 
past and present and extend our respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

 



 

Our mission 

We work together to support the growth and promotion of basketball, developing better 
basketball players, better people and a strong, connected community. 

 

 

Values 

● We are inclusive: 

Our club welcomes all people regardless of cultural or socio-economic background, gender, 
sexuality, religion or ability. 

● We are good leaders:  

From board members to administrators, coaches, managers and players, we lead with vision, 
courage and integrity.  

● We work as a team:  

All members of our club have an important role to play. To perform at our best, we will 
collaborate, listen to new ideas, support each other and work together as a team both on and off 
the court.   

● We are a community club:  

We value participation as much as winning and we actively work to develop a sense of 
community within our club and a connection to the community around us. 

● We are good sports:  

We are honest, fair and respectful to teammates, referees, fans and members of other clubs.  

 

 



 

Objectives 

● To support our players and teams to achieve their goals and reach their potential 

● To foster a club culture committed to participation, enjoyment, safety and excellence on and off 
the court 

● To help our players become good basketballers and good people 

● To effectively administer and manage the basketball club 

● To encourage members to contribute and give back to the club and the community 

● To increase participation opportunities for our community to be engaged with the club for the 
broader benefit of basketball and community wellbeing 

 

Life members 

Adrian Moy (2008) Susan Dowley (2012) 

Allan Yates (2008) Judy Sykes (2012) 

Keith de Silva (2008) Kelly Grandin (2012) 

Milton Valentine* (2008) Maree Winmill (2012) 

Ken Smith (2008) Stuart Whitten (2012) 

Ross Crossman (2008) Linda Muir (2016) 

Sue Valentine (2008) Adam Cooper (2016) 

Club contact details 

ABN   75 108 212 722 

POSTAL ADDRESS: PO Box 255 JAMISON ACT 2614 

WEB:   www.ginninderrarats.com.au 

EMAIL:   mail@ginninderrarats.com.au 

FACEBOOK:  www.facebook.com/GinninderraRats 

Club board 

PRESIDENT Linda Muir 

VICE PRESIDENT Jackie Mellick 

SECRETARY Alison Reid (resigned August 
2019) 

Michelle Patt 

TREASURER Peter Webb 

BOARD MEMBER Tess Kynaston 

BOARD MEMBER Michael Chambers 

BOARD MEMBER Wayne Lacey 

http://www.ginninderrarats.com.au/
mailto:mail@ginninderrarats.com.au


 

Operational volunteers  

COACHING COORDINATOR - GIRLS Tess Kynaston 

COACHING COORDINATOR - BOYS Vacant 

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR Elsi Wolff 

UNIFORMS COORDINATOR Maria Worner 

VENUES COORDINATOR Maria Worner/Wayne Lacey 

JUNIOR GIRLS REGISTRAR Heather Cooper 

JUNIOR BOYS REGISTRAR Janice van Leet 

SENIOR REGISTRAR - WOMEN Judy Sykes 

SENIOR REGISTRAR - MEN Jackie Mellick 

President’s report 

It is with great pleasure that I provide a report on the 2019 financial year (1 October 2018 – 30 
September 2019) for the Ginninderra Rats Basketball Club (the Club). The year was a great success 
both on and off the court. 

Culture and values 

I am proud to report a suite of values has been embedded into our club leadership and operations. 
These complement the Club’s objectives and are listed on page 3 of this report. I would particularly 
like to highlight progress under the ‘we are inclusive’ pillar - we have teams in all grades catering for 
all abilities and have had an increase in the number of girls’ teams. Additionally, we have 
commissioned Indigenous artwork to include in our branding and uniforms to recognise the 
outstanding contribution Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people make to our club, and to 
basketball in the ACT. We aspire to leverage the power of sport to promote reconciliation and reduce 
inequality.  

Community participation and connection 

A great sense of community has continued within the club, which has been fostered through the 
club’s participation in Basketball ACT’s Indigenous Round, Club Night at Senior Premier games and 
through our Annual Awards night. This has been strengthened by the senior and older junior players 
taking the time out from their busy schedules to coach junior teams. 
 
The connection with the UC Canberra Capitals was a highlight of this year, and I extend my thanks 
to the organisation for the opportunity. We struck it lucky in being allocated Kelsey Griffin as our 
dedicated Club Ambassador - she was very accessible and contributed a lot to our Club. The skills 
session she ran, along with Paul Goris, for our junior boys’ and girls’ teams was a particular 
highlight.  
  
The Club was fortunate to again receive sponsorship from the Canberra Labor Club, with whom we 
have had a long and mutually beneficial relationship. The Club ran the Anzac Day two-up event for 
the Canberra Labor Club which was a lot of fun.  

Competition 

On the court, the Club again experienced significant growth in player numbers with an increase of 
seven junior teams, leading to 50 teams. This continued our standing as one of the largest clubs in 
the ACT. As a result of our Club having lots of teams in the Basketball ACT competition we have 
developed talented players who have represented the ACT at regional, state and national 
competitions. Our senior teams continued to excel with our Women’s Premier Division 1 team 



 

winning back-to-back premierships and our Men’s and Women’s Premier Division 2 teams also 
finishing as runners-up in the 2019 Winter Competition. 

Governance 

The Club was led throughout 2019 by a great volunteer board of eight people, with four new 
directors in Jackie Mellick, Peter Webb, Wayne Lacey and Alison Reid. The enthusiasm and fresh 
ideas brought to the board were invigorating and complemented the experience of Michelle Patt, 
Tessa Kynaston and Michael Chambers. The board as a collective did a fantastic job of running one 
of the largest and most successful clubs in the ACT. I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to all 
directors for their great contribution to our Club.  

Volunteers  

I offer my heartfelt thanks to the collective efforts of all of our volunteers for assisting with our club’s 
operation. We need many volunteers to keep our large Club running. Volunteers are the lifeblood of 
our club and I thank each and every one for giving up their valuable time to help run our great club.  
 
In closing, 2019 was a great year and I look forward to 2020 and the years ahead. The future of our 
Club is bright and will be stronger through our values-based approach. All members of our club have 
an important role to play in living the values and I invite you to embrace them. 

Treasurer’s report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am pleased to present the Ginninderra Rats Basketball Club Audited Financial Statements for the 
period 1 October 2018 to 30 September 2019. These are attached for your review.   

The financial audit of our accounts by MGI Joyce|Dickson found no significant change in the nature 
of activities occurred during the year and that the Association (Club) had an operating loss for the 
financial year amounting to $7,071. This loss can be largely attributed to timing issues with receiving 
and paying out of funds across financial years. 

Balance sheet 

The Club continues to be in a healthy financial position at 30 September 2019 with Cash at bank 
being $112,680 (30 September 2018: $89,036) and Net Assets (current assets less current 
liabilities) at $58,957 (30 September 2018: $66,028). 

The small amount of $1,371 showing under Trade and other receivables relates to outstanding fees 
owed from the Winter 2019 season which have either been paid or allocated as a bad debt. 

 

Finances snapshot 

 

Net assets: $58,957 

Cash at bank: $112,680 

Profit: -$7071 



 

Income and expenses 

The Club’s income is derived from membership fees with a small amount of sponsorship received 
from the Canberra Labor Club ($5,000), which has remained unchanged for several years. 

Membership fees included in the financial year Income Statement relate to the Summer 2018/19 and 
Winter 2019 seasons.  Any Summer 2019/2020 membership fees and relevant expenses (such as 
team registration costs) relate to the next financial year (2019/20) and are therefore not recognised 
in the 2018/19 Income Statement. They are, however, recognised on the Balance Sheet. 

The significant increase in competition fees for 2019 vs 2018 ($54,750) is predominantly due to 
timing of transactions and how they have been recognised in the past and when issued by 
Basketball ACT. Moving forward, and in accordance with standard accounting practice, any 
competition fees paid in a financial year not related to that season will be recognised as a 
prepayment rather than an expense.  This will assist with more consistent comparison data in the 
future.  

The cost of securing training facilities for our teams continues to be a significant and increasing 
expense for the Club. Court hire expenses provide for training facilities at the Australian Institute of 
Sport, Belconnen High School and Brindabella Christian College in Lyneham. 

Below is a breakdown on the fundamentals of membership income and costs.  

 

2018/19 Membership Income/Costs –  

Basic Breakdown 

      

Income     

Membership Fees $181,727.00   

    $181,727.00 

      

Expenses     

Competition Fees $122,022.00   

Court Hire $30,097.00   

Fee Discounts $12,109.00   

Scholarships $1,734.00   

Bad Debts $545.00   

    $166,507.00 

      

Net Income   $15,220.00 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Club operations 

A summary of key Club operating expenses: 

Club Operations 
Expenses   

    

Expenses   

Accountancy & Audit Fees $1,400.00 

Admin, Bank & Sundry $3,463.00 

Bookkeeping $13,040.00 

Coaching Courses $891.00 

Presentation & Awards $6,121.00 

Net Uniform  $2,830.00 

    

Total Expenses $27,745.00 

    

When determining and preparing player fees each season/year, these operational expenses are 
factored into the pricing structure to ensure the full costs of running our club are covered. 

Bookkeeping fees have risen significantly ($7,938 to $13,040) and reflect the rise in hours needed to 
maintain and report the Club’s accounts in accordance with the ACT Associations Incorporations 
ACT 1991, as well as meet the increasing demands of administering player fees, grants, discounts, 
refunds and transfers. 

Club night 

A Club Night was held in July 2019 at the Belconnen Basketball 
Stadium to coincide with a ticket raffle to win tickets to the 
Boomers Vs the USA game in Melbourne. The Club was happy 
to fund the raffle and support the fun night with food and drink 
as well as the opportunity to watch several Rats teams play 
over the night. The proceeds of the raffle ($660) were donated 
to Variety Every Chance to Play (VECTP - https://www. 
Variety.org.au/nsw/) who supports kids in the ACT and NSW, 
aged 5-18, who would otherwise be unable to participate in 
junior sport to get out on the court or the pitch and enjoy being 
part of a team and community.  

Grants 

A number of our players have been supported by the Variety 
ACT/NSW Every Chance to Play grant.  This grant pays in full 
the BACT registration fee and our Club Fee. Over time, the 
process for managing this is improving.  A thank you to Maria 
Worner for assisting Club members in getting access to these 
much-needed funds. 

Indigenous Grants offered by BACT have also been utilised by 
a few members of our Club. This grant provides $200 towards 
their basketball fees. 

https://www/


 

Summary of completed improvements 

• During the year the Board reviewed and updated the following Club financial policies: 
o Refund Policy; 
o Fee Discount Policy for key voluntary personnel (coaches, coordinators and 

registrars); and 
o Payment Plan Policy. 

• A Club Debit Card was organised during the year to enable Board-approved small expenses 
and some regular payments (for example, Xero Subscription and Google Account Admin 
fees) to be charged directly to the card without having to incur additional admin fees.  

• Firmed up control over the ad-hoc registering of players, including the process for fee 
refunds and reductions. 

• Instituted End of Year processing improvements in order to have expenses recognised in the 
correct financial year. 

• To enable clearer ongoing management reporting, our Bookkeeper is now tracking income 
and expenses for Junior, Premier and Social competitions. 

The year ahead 

Financial-related matters the Board would like to explore further in the 2019/20 financial year 

include: 

● Seeking opportunities to apply for grants to further coaching development programs and 

engage new members.  

● Seeking sponsorship opportunities to help reduce the costs for Premier players.   

● Making provisions for establishing a financial hardship application (Scholarship), possibly 

$2,000 per annum or per season, and putting in place a procedure for managing any 

requests. 

● Reviewing major expenses and looking for ways to cut administration costs – for example, 

reallocating some tasks the Bookkeeper undertakes. 

●  Reviewing the Club’s uniform arrangements with a view to moving to a fully online ordering 

and delivery model.  

● Ensuring the Club website is updated to include all relevant financial information and 

policies. 

 

In addition to acknowledging the support of the Rats Board, I also wish to acknowledge the work of 

Allison Reinecker, our Bookkeeper, for her diligence and ability to manage, track, pay and report our 

accounts successfully – thank you Allison! 

Peter Webb 

Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Junior boys  

Ginninderra Rats junior boys’ program enjoyed strong seasons throughout 2019, with growth in the 
number of teams nominated for each season.  

For the 2019 winter season the junior boys entered 20 teams into the competition, the largest 
number of teams in a winter competition for some time. Five teams made it through to the grand 
finals, with four taking out the championship. A great achievement!  

 

BU14 DIV 3 (Pool A) Won 30 - 28 against Canberra City Stallions  

BU14 DIV 4 (Pool A) Won 31 - 24 against Marist  

BU14 DIV 6 Won 37 - 22 against Canberra City Stallions 

BU12 DIV 1  Lost to Tuggeranong Southern Cross 49 – 33  

BU12 DIV 4 Lake Rats Won 23 - 20 against Canberra City Stallions 

 

 
Under 14 Division 6 - Premiers 1 

Moving into the 2019/2020 summer season we have seen the number of junior boys teams entered 
into the competition grow to 28, a significant increase considering that we do very little advertising 
outside our own membership base for our junior registration periods. Our summer season included 
two teams from Sutton and three teams of U10 players, with a total of 233 boys playing in the junior 
competition.  

With the additional teams for the summer season, the boys program moved towards a squad-style 
training approach to make the most of the training facilities available to us.  

 



 

Many of our new teams have been formed by friends joining to play for enjoyment and friendship. 
Word of mouth is how many of our new players come to us - the Rats reputation is overwhelmingly 
the reason offered for wanting to join our club. The Club’s ability to offer a range of divisions across 
all age groups assists our players to build confidence, develop their skills and enjoy playing with their 
teammates.  

As with any community club, we could not operate effectively without our wonderful group of 
volunteers. Our coaches and team managers are a vital part of the junior boys program and they all 
do a fantastic job throughout the year. Team managers are an integral part of the Club, they form the 
pathway for communication to our players and parents. Coaches, many of whom are parents of 
players, invest time and effort every week into the development of all players and it is very much 
appreciated by everyone.  

Finally, I would like to express my sincere thanks to all our volunteers that assist with helping to 
ensure our Club runs so smoothly. Without their generosity and selflessness in dedicating their own 
time to the Club, none of this would be possible.  

Janice van Leent 

Junior Boys Registrar 

 

 

Junior girls 

The Rats junior girls’ program continues to grow with player 
numbers increasing each season.  

For the 2019 Winter season, we had 16 junior girls’ teams, 
an increase of five teams from the previous winter season. 
The girls had a successful season with 12 teams making it 
into the finals and seven teams ultimately playing in their 
respective grand finals. 

For the 2019/20 Summer season, we have seen another 
increase in playing numbers with 20 teams taking part.  

It’s fantastic to see so many young girls playing basketball 
each week, whether it be at the higher levels or playing 
socially with friends. 

A big thank you to all the volunteers and parents who give 
up their time to help out where they can. Whether it is 
coaching a team or stepping in to help with other things 
around the club, I know life can be very busy so your time 
and effort is very much appreciated. 

 

Heather Cooper  

Junior Girls Registrar 

 

 

Junior girls snapshot 

142 players in 2019 

16 teams in 2019 

11 teams in 2018 



 

Junior Awards 2019 

Most Determined Player Ginninderra Lake Rats U10 BOYS Ahren Post 

Most Improved Player  Ginninderra Lake Rats U10 BOYS Havish Kommana 

Most Improved Player  Ginninderra River Rats U10 BOYS Jimmy Gouw 

Most Improved Player  Ginninderra River Rats U10 BOYS Paul James Parolo  

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Lake Rats U10 Girls Joyce Li 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra River Rats U10 Girls Melda Aktas 

Most Improved Player  Ginninderra Lake Rats U10 Girls Grace Cmiel 

Most Improved Player Ginninderra River Rats U10 Girls Chloe Paini 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U12 DIV1 Boys Ben Godwin 

Coaches Award Ginninderra Rats U12 DIV1 Boys Tad Matijevic 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U12 DIV1 Girls Emily Pine 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U12 DIV1 Girls Molly Lacey 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U12 DIV3 Girls Sophie Pine 

Most Improved Player Ginninderra Rats U12 DIV3 Girls Elise Marks 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Lake Rats U12 DIV4 Boys Alwyn Patunru 

Coaches Award Ginninderra Lake Rats U12 DIV4 Boys Michael Shen-Zhao 

Coaches Award Ginninderra River Rats U12 DIV4 Boys Abhinav Katipally 

Players Player Ginninderra River Rats U12 DIV4 Boys Njeru Kaumbuthu-
Gray 

Best Defensive Player Ginninderra Rats U12 DIV4 Girls Maryam Waqar 

Coaches Award Ginninderra Rats U12 DIV4 Girls Jasmine Mitchell 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U12 DIV6 Boys Wilfred Deyegbe 

Most Improved Player  Ginninderra Rats U12 DIV6 Boys Willem Gouw 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U14 DIV1 Boys Harper Smee 

Coaches Award Ginninderra Rats U14 DIV1 Boys Jackson Smith 

Defensive Award Ginninderra Rats U14 DIV1 Girls Maddison Farrah 

Most Improved Player Ginninderra Rats U14 DIV1 Girls Caitlin McRae 

Coaches Award Ginninderra Rats U14 DIV2 Boys Jacob Eaton 

Most Improved Player  Ginninderra Rats U14 DIV2 Boys Isaac Wright 

Coach's Award Ginninderra Rats U14 DIV2 Girls Chelsea Gare 

Coach's Award Ginninderra Rats U14 DIV2 Girls Aimie Tencic 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U14 DIV3 Boys Adam Aly 

Coaches Award Ginninderra Rats U14 DIV3 Boys Dylan Everett 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U14 DIV3 Girls Katie White 

Coaches Award Ginninderra Rats U14 DIV3 Girls Taneisha Putt 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U14 DIV4 Boys Aidan Williams 

Coaches Award Ginninderra Rats U14 DIV4 Boys Tristan Hannaford 



 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U14 DIV4 Girls Maribel Mansour 

Coach's Award Ginninderra Rats U14 DIV4 Girls Tahlia Perceval 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U14 DIV6 Boys Ryan Gamble 

Most Determined Player Ginninderra Rats U14 DIV6 Boys Matthew Meyer 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U16 DIV1 Boys Shivesh Sonah 

Best Defensive Player Ginninderra Rats U16 DIV1 Boys Ryan Boulding 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U16 DIV1 Girls Lauren Armstrong 

Most Improved Player Ginninderra Rats U16 DIV1 Girls Jayelin Janssen 

Most Improved Player  Ginninderra Rats U16 DIV2 Boys Wesley Chapman 

Players Player Ginninderra Rats U16 DIV2 Boys Archie Phillips 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Lake Rats U16 DIV2 Girls Lila Howell 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra River Rats U16 DIV2 Girls Brooke Linehan 

Coach's Award Ginninderra River Rats U16 DIV2 Girls Ally Chambers 

Players' Player Ginninderra Lake Rats U16 DIV2 Girls Alicia Patt 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U16 DIV3 Boys Lachlan McCormack 

Coaches Award Ginninderra Rats U16 DIV3 Boys Ariya Fereidoon Far 

Most Consistent Player Ginninderra Rats U16 DIV4 Girls Alexandra 
Drummond 

Most Improved Player Ginninderra Rats U16 DIV4 Girls Navpreet Kaur 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U16 DIV5 Boys Jinwoo Jeon 

Coaches Award Ginninderra Rats U16 DIV5 Boys Lachlan Tang 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U16 DIV6 Boys Brandyn Lee 

Coaches Award Ginninderra Rats U16 DIV6 Boys James Thompson 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Lake Rats U19 DIV1 Boys Benjamin Mitchell 

Players Player Ginninderra Lake Rats U19 DIV1 Boys Brenton Gare 

Reliability Award Ginninderra Rats U19 DIV1 Girls Natasha Lyall 

Most Influential Ginninderra Rats U19 DIV1 Girls Sarah Cooper 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Swamp Rats U19 DIV2 Boys Lachlan Mayo 

Most Determined Player Ginninderra Swamp Rats U19 DIV2 Boys Brooklyn Bruton 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U19 DIV2 Girls Brontie Ridley 

Most Improved Player Ginninderra Rats U19 DIV2 Girls Ananya Aggarwal 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Lake Rats U19 DIV3 Boys Lachlan Paolo 

Team mate of the year Ginninderra Lake Rats U19 DIV3 Boys Angus Farrow 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U19 DIV3 Girls Akuol Dau 

Coach's Award Ginninderra Rats U19 DIV3 Girls Eleanor Gee 

Coaches Award Ginninderra Rats U19 DIV4 Boys Caleb Hodgson 

Players Player Ginninderra Rats U19 DIV4 Boys Tom Brake 

 

 



 

Senior women 

Some regard winning the championship as a great end to a season, however it is also a great 
challenge for the following season.  Repeat success is never easy and it was made harder for the 
Rats women with experienced players Michelle Patt and Kobi Fogg unavailable for the 2019 
season.  They were replaced with talented Rats juniors Emmy Clarke and Kelsy Maher - replacing 
many hundreds of games of experience with less than 10 games of experience.  At the same time, 
other teams in the league "re-tooled" with Wests and Vikings adding WNBL players to their roster. 

The regular season was like a basketball dribbling - up and down.  The Prem 2 women established 
their mark on the competition early and remained in the top four for the season.  The Prem 1 women 
were less consistent, and Vikings and Dodgers dominated the race to the finals.  

The Club Night which was initiated in 2019 was a huge success and made a big impact on the Prem 
1 players.  Many of them coach junior teams within the club and it was great to have the support of 
so many junior players.  While Wests prevailed on the night, the coach did make a bold prediction: 
"We are getting better every week - no one will want to play us in the finals!" 

The Prem 2 team continued to dominate and secured a finals berth well before the end of the regular 
season. The Prem 1 team secured their spot with two weeks left but if they were to defend their title 
would have to do so without their head coach (who would be in China at the Men’s World Cup) and 
starting from the bottom of the finals in the 3 v 4 game. 

As predicted, the Prem 1 team overcame their inconsistent start and played their best basketball in 
the finals, indeed the best basketball of the competition, as they secured a second championship in 
an epic grand final against Dodgers - winning in double overtime!  The resilience of the team against 
this adversity was outstanding. Unfortunately, the Prem 2 women did not have the same success in 
their grand final, however showed the strength that comes about from the two teams training 
together and pushing each other to be better. 

Many of the Prem 1 players went on to participate in the Summer Slam competition, while the Rats 
Women continued their strong run of form, winning the Summer Open competition with a team that 
blended Prem 2 players with up and coming junior players from within the Club. 

Congratulations also to Prem 1 player Maddy Wheatley who was named as a Development Player 
for the UC Canberra Capitals in the 2019/20 WNBL season. 

2019 Award Winners 

 

Most Valuable Player      Premier Division 1   Isabelle Morgan 
Coaches Award                Premier Division 1   Madeleine Hunt 
Most Valuable Player     Premier Division 2   Gemma Everett 
Coaches Award                Premier Division 2   Alana Kynaston 

 

Michael Haynes  

Premier Division 1 Women’s Head Coach 

 



 

 
Premier 1 Women - Grand final winners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Senior men 

After a tough 2018 season, which culminated in a grand final berth (capping a string of four 
consecutive seasons in the playoffs), Premier 1 were again able to retain their core players and 
entered the 2019 season looking forward to more success. Unfortunately, our bigs sustained 
season-ending injuries relatively early on in the season which made it hard for the team to compete 
in the paint.  

Ranks were bolstered by players returning from the United States and internally by our development 
players and players filling up from Premier 2, but some further injuries and the ‘revolving door’ of 
players meant the team was not able to train and play with consistent personnel. 

Even though the season was difficult and disappointing from a results perspective, the players 
battled hard all along and strengthened their bonds with each other. There was genuine commitment 
and joy on the part of the players at trainings and in pushing each other to improve.  

The Premier 2 squad had the luxury of retaining majority of its players and regained some players 
from previous years heading into the 2019 season. Over the season the team had a few changes as 
far as head coaching was concerned, with Derek Emelifeonwu assisting while he worked his way 
back into the team from injury.  

The regular season ended with the team winning six straight games, this form carried on into the 
finals. In the elimination semi-final the team grabbed a two-point win against Ramblers and followed 
this up with another win by the same margin in the preliminary final against WCWD/ANU thanks to a 
strong defensive team effort and a game-winning layup from Charlie Mellick. 

The end result was a grand final appearance against an experienced and veteran-filled Wests team. 
Unfortunately, the team came up short. 

Looking ahead to 2020, the group is optimistic to hopefully better the achievements of 2019, the 
young squad having another year of development under their belts. 

2019 Award Winners 

 
Most Valuable Player      Premier Division 1   Adam Gavranich 
Rising Star                  Premier Division 1   Ben Mitchell 
Most Valuable Player      Premier Division 2   Charlie Mellick 
Rising Star                   Premier Division 2   William Paterson 

 

Vivek Gupta and Adam McIntosh 

Prem 1 and 2 Men’s Coaches 

 



 

Club person/s of the year 

     

 

At the annual presentation in September 2020 two amazing contributors to the club were 
recognized, sharing the honour of Club Person of the Year. 

Kelsey Maher (above left) took on the job of coaching three junior teams (19D4 boys, 14D2 boys 
and Under 10 boys) in 2019.  A fair effort in itself, but even more amazing when considering her two 
part-time jobs, Year 12 studies, playing commitments across two teams (Senior Prem 1 and Under 
19D1) and contribution to other club events. 

Tess Kynaston (above right) was also recognised for her contribution over many years, coaching 
countless teams including 12D1girls in 2019, her ongoing commitment as girls coaching coordinator 
and current member of the club’s Board where she provides valuable experience in so many areas. 

Volunteers are the lifeblood of our club and it was great in 2019 to recognise these two amazing 
volunteers for their contributions at so many levels. 

 

--- ends --- 
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