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Our Mission 

We work together to support the growth and promotion of basketball, developing 

better basketball players, better people and a strong, connected community.  

Values 

• We are inclusive: 
Our club welcomes all people regardless of cultural or socio-economic 
background, gender, sexuality, religion or ability. 
 

• We are good leaders:  
From board members to administrators, coaches, managers and players, we 
lead with vision, courage and integrity.  
 

• We work as a team:  
All members of our club have an important role to play. To perform at our 
best, we will collaborate, listen to new ideas, support each other and work 
together as a team both on and off the court.   
 

• We are a community club:  
We value participation as much as winning and we actively work to develop a 
sense of community within our club and a connection to the community 
around us. 
 

• We are good sports:  
We are honest, fair and respectful to team mates, referees, fans and 
members of other clubs.  
 

 

 



 

 

Objectives 

• To support our players and teams to achieve their goals and reach their 
potential 

• To foster a club culture committed to participation, enjoyment, safety and 
excellence on and off the court 

• To help our players become good basketballers and good people 

• To effectively administer and manage the basketball club 

• To encourage members to contribute and give back to the club and the 
community 

• To increase participation opportunities for our community to be engaged with 
the club for the broader benefit of basketball and community wellbeing 

 

 

Life Members 

Adrian Moy (2008) Susan Dowley (2012) 

Allan Yates (2008) Judy Sykes (2012) 

Keith Da Silva (2008) Kelly Grandin (2012) 

Milton Valentine* (2008) Maree Winmill (2012) 

Ken Smith (2008) Stuart Whitten (2012) 

Ross Crossman (2008) Linda Muir (2016) 

Sue Valentine (2008) Adam Cooper (2016) 

 

 

Club contact details 
 
ABN  75 108 212 722 
POSTAL  PO Box 255 JAMISON ACT 2614 
WEB  www.ginninderrarats.com.au 
EMAIL  mail@ginninderrarats.com.au 
FACEBOOK www.facebook.com/GinninderraRats 
INSTAGRAM ginninderrarats 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Above: Rats Life Member Ross Crossman 
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Club Board 

PRESIDENT Linda Muir 

VICE PRESIDENT Wayne Lacey 

TREASURER Peter Webb 

SECRETARY Michelle Patt (resigned July 2020) 

BOARD MEMBER Tess Kynaston (resigned June 2020) 

BOARD MEMBER Dean Paini (appointed October 2020) 

 

Operational Volunteers 

JUNIOR BOYS REGISTRAR Janice Watson 

JUNIOR GIRLS REGISTRAR Heather Cooper 

“RAT CHAT” E-NEWS Fiona van der Plaat 

SOCIAL MEDIA Wayne Lacey/Fiona van der Plaat 

UNIFORMS COORDINATOR Jackie Mellick 

VENUES COORDINATOR Wayne Lacey 

SENIOR REGISTRAR Jackie Mellick 

 

 

The Ginninderra Rats Basketball Club recognises the Ngunnawal people, traditional owners of 

the land on which we meet, train and play.  We recognise their continuing culture and pay our 

respects to leaders past, present and emerging. 

Dhawura Nguna Dhawura Ngunnawal 

This is Ngunnawal Country. 



 

 

 

President’s Report 

It is with much pride I provide this report on the 2019/20 year, not because we 
survived but rather, because through it all I believe that our Club thrived. 
 
The narrative in this year’s report spans across two financial years which reflects 
what we all know – 2020 was one for the ages. Bushfire smoke, storms and then a 
global pandemic all had an impact on not only our basketball, but our entire lives – 
our work, school, social and sporting environments. 
 
On the cusp of summer finals, the season was shut down as COVID-19 extended its 
reach into our local community. It appeared that community sport would be in hiatus 
for some time. That we were back on court, training and playing as a Club by mid-
year speaks volumes for our community’s adherence to health directions and all the 
work behind the scenes, within the Club and Basketball ACT, to ensure that we were 
COVID-Safe in recommencing activity as health directions permitted. To all the 
members of our Rats family who assisted us in meeting our Return to Play 
obligations, thank you. 
 
While the pandemic limited our 
ability to have large gatherings in 
2020, forcing cancellation of our 
annual Club Night and Gala 
Presentation, the COVID-enforced 
shutdown did present some 
opportunities for us as a sport and 
as a Club. The wonderful refresh 
of Belconnen Basketball Stadium 
was much welcome and I am really 
proud as a Club that we were able 
to use the “down time” to progress 
some wonderful initiatives through 
2020. 
 
The most obvious of these is our 
re-brand and new uniform design, 
a design that reflects the traditional 
owners of the land on which our 
Club trains and plays, the 
Ngunnawal people. To have a 
former club junior, Shaenice Allan, 
create such a beautiful artwork to 
incorporate into this design 
process has been an inspirational 
outcome and one that reflects the truly inclusive nature of our Club. I have heard so 
much positive feedback from our players on the new design. Special thanks to Peter 
Webb for serving as the conduit between the Board and the supplier Athlead.  
 
We also welcomed a new website in 2020, one that aligns with our brand and better 
reflects who we are as a club, our history and those people that have made such 

 

Above: Rats President Linda Muir with former Rats junior and 

Ngunnawal artist Shaenice Allan 

 



 

 

wonderful contributions since our foundations in 1977. An online presence of which 
we can be proud, I would particularly like to thank Ben Funnell from April77 for all his 
work in not only undertaking this project, but his extended support of the Club 
through our uniform re-design and communications overhaul.  
 
Like me, I hope that all members and our broader Rats Nation have appreciated the 
improved communications across the Club in 2020, both through the “Rat Chat” e-
news and social media formats. Telling our stories, recognising our people and 
sharing our successes is such a wonderful part of what it means to be part of a 
community sporting club. I wish to acknowledge both Fiona van der Platt for her role 
in writing and preparing “Rat Chat” and posting timely social media messages, and 
also Wayne Lacey for preparing the website content and many social media 
messages – very much appreciated.    

 
By the time a restructured 
winter competition commenced 
in July we were ready to go. 
We had 335 junior players take 
to the court and four senior 
Premier teams. To have so 
many people engaged in our 
Club, sharing a passion for the 
game, making new friends and 
keeping physically active, is 
truly wonderful. In the 2020 
season, Ginninderra Rats 
enjoyed great success yet 
again – our Senior Premier 1 
and 2 Women both made the 

Grand Final, with the Premier 2 team able to cap off an undefeated season with a 
strong win.  Our juniors qualified for 12 Grand Finals with eight teams securing 
victories, which is a great result! Some players never get to even play in a grand 
final, let alone be successful! To cap it all off, our ongoing commitment to 
participation and player development was reflected in the Club again being awarded 
the Cliff Ellis Memorial Shield for Basketball ACT’s Junior Club Champion. 
 
Community basketball clubs do not just happen – there is a network of people that 
help get our players on the court each week.  Coaches, managers, registrars and 
other volunteers that keep the wheels turning and our club progressing forward.  To 
all of our tireless volunteers, I offer my sincerest thanks! 
 
The 2021 season will present more change for us, but hopefully nothing forced upon 
us by natural disasters or a global pandemic. Rather, we will move to a new single-
season competition structure, with the main season to run from March/April through 
until September. This will present limited change to our club operations aside from 
adjustment to the new “normal” timings, however it is in the summer months that we 
will certainly see significant change.   
 
Basketball ACT has committed to delivery of alternate summer content from late 
2021, including condensed summer competitions and an exciting activation of 3x3 off 
the back of the sport’s Olympic debut. As a Club, we are really excited to be a part of 
these new formats and while we await details on timings and structures we do intend 

 



 

 

to be actively involved, allowing our players the opportunity to continue their 
participation in new formats of the game through the Ginninderra Rats Basketball 
Club. We will share details mid-year as plans are further progressed. 
 
In closing, I wish to recognise my fellow Board members in 2019/20 – Peter Webb, 
Dean Paini, Wayne Lacey, Michelle Patt and Tessa Kynaston. Together we 
contributed significant hours of time and effort, endured some tough times, made 
some difficult decisions and overall made a great team, resulting in us leading and 
driving the club to a new level. Thank you all very much for the difference you have 
made.  
 
 
Linda Muir 
President 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

 

I am pleased to present the Ginninderra Rats Basketball Club Audited Financial 

Statements for the period 1 October 2019 to 30 September 2020.  These are 

included in this report for your review.   

The financial audit of our accounts by Hardwickes for 2019-20 found no significant 

change in the nature of activities during the year and that the Association (Club) had 

an operating surplus amounting to $22,335 (2019: loss $7,071). This profit can 

largely be attributed to the very welcome decision by the ACT Government not to 

charge for ACT Public School facility hire during a large part of 2020 given pressure 

posed by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

COVID-19 Impact 

While COVID-19 had some impact on Club operations during the financial year, 

there is no material uncertainty that casts doubt on the Club’s operations to continue 

as a going concern. It may have some impact, though not significant, for example, in 

relation to expected future performance, or the effects on some aspect of the Club’s 

future operations 

Balance Sheet 

As at 30 September 2020 the Club remains in a healthy financial position with: 

- Cash at bank of $84,085 (30 September 2019: $112,680) – this variance across 

financial years is due to a large number of player registration payments made in 

late 2018-19 that were for the summer season competition commencing in 

2019/20; and  

- Net Assets (current assets less current liabilities) at $81,292 (30 September 2019: 

$58,957).  

The small amount of $1,022 showing under Trade and other receivables relates to 

outstanding fees owed from the Winter 2020 season which have either been paid or 

soon will be. 

Finances snapshot 

 

Net assets: $81,292 

Cash at bank: $84,085 

Profit: $22,335 

 



 

 

Income and Expenses 

Membership fees included in the financial year Income Statement relate to the 

Summer 2019-20 and Winter 2020 seasons. 

As mentioned above, the decision by the ACT Government not to charge for ACT 

Public School facility hire during a large part of 2020 enabled the Club to save a 

substantial amount on court hire expenses for the financial year.  

However, the cost of securing adequate training facilities for our teams will continue 

to be a significant expense for the Club moving forward. Training facilities used in the 

financial year were at the Australian Institute of Sport, Brindabella Christian College, 

University of Canberra, Belconnen Basketball Stadium and Belconnen High School. 

Below is a breakdown of the direct and indirect income and costs for the Club during 

2019-20 and compared to the previous financial year: 

Direct Income & Costs - Membership     

  2020 2019 

Income $ $ 

Membership Fees 189,533 181,727 

      

Expenses     

Competition Fees 121,673 122,022 

Court Hire/Training Equipment 6,663 30,097 

Fee Discounts 8,833 12,109 

Scholarships 505 1,734 

Bad Debts 685 545 

  138,359 166,507 

      

Indirect Income & Costs - Operational      

Income   

Grants 1,500 0 

Interest/Other 1,740 1,173 

Sponsorship 0 5,000 

  3,240 6,173 

Expenses     

Accountancy & Audit Fees 3,100 1,400 

Admin, Advertising, Bank & Sundry 6,923 3,462 

Bookkeeping 6,493 13,040 

Coaching Courses 350 891 

Presentation & Awards 0 6,121 

Net Uniforms 15,213 2,830 

Donations/Fundraising 0 720 

  32,079 28,464 

      

TOTAL DIRECT/INDIRECT INCOME & EXPENSES 22,335  (7,071) 

      

 



 

 

These indirect operational expenses are taken into account each season/year when 

determining the player fees pricing structure to ensure the full costs of running our 

Club are covered. 

Accounting and Audit fees show an increase, reflecting a recommendation by 

auditors to accrue the latest audit fees in the 2020 financial year. This expense 

therefore includes audit fees for 2019 and 2020 audits - 2021 will only include the 

2021 audit costs. The accounting system has now been set up to direct lodge 

Business Activity Statements to the Australian Tax Office, saving the Club 

approximately $400 per year. 

Bookkeeping fees decreased for the year ($13,040 to $6,493), mainly due to COVID 

factors and the reduced demand for administering player fees, grants, discounts, 

refunds and transfers during 2020. 

Sponsorship/Grants 

In 2020 the Canberra Labor Club reviewed its long-standing annual sponsorship of 

the Club, the closure of the licensed club for the initial COVID-19 shutdown limiting 

its scope to provide community sponsorships. 

On a positive note, during 2020 the Club was successful in obtaining $1,500 in grant 

funding from the ACT Government under the 2019-20 Participation (Digital 

Communities) Grants. The funds were used to help establish a new website and 

social assets for our community club. A big thank you to Michelle Patt for her work in 

securing this funding for the Club. 

During 2020 some players were supported by Variety ACT/NSW Every Chance to 

Play and Indigenous Participation Grants offered by the Commonwealth, via BACT.   

Uniforms and Merchandise 

A significant achievement (and cost) during the 

year was the introduction of ‘player owned’ 

reversible playing uniforms for all junior and 

senior grades. The uniform cost, subsidised 

50% by the Club for the initial roll out, 

incorporates the updated Rats branding and 

colours with stylish side panel details of an 

Indigenous artwork by former Rats junior 

Shaenice Allan, created especially for the club. 

Previously uniforms were purchased, owned 

and managed by the Club across seasons. 

While player uniform numbers will continue to 

be managed by the Club, from 2020 onwards 

uniforms will be owned by our players. 

Also introduced during the year was a range of 

Ginninderra Rats merchandise and apparel, including hoodies, warm-up tees, socks, 

beanies and reversible training tops.  As part of Rats Retro Week, individually 

screen-printed retro T-Shirts and Trucker Caps were also available to order, both 

 



 

 

items featuring the awesome Rat logo, first created by John Hartley more than 40 

years ago and resurrected by our friends at April77 Creative. 

Coaches Polo Shirts 

Coaches Polo Shirts, incorporating the new Rats branding, colours and indigenous 

design, were also purchased by the Club and offered to all Coaches. 

Summary of Completed Improvements 

In 2019-20 the Club made two significant achievements. These were the: 

● Review of the Club’s uniform/merchandise arrangements and subsequent 

introduction of a new reversible playing uniform, while moving to a player- 

owned and fully online ordering and delivery model for uniforms and 

merchandise;  

● Development and implementation of a great new look Club website and 

hosting service model. Special thanks to Ben Funnell at April77 Creative and 

Wayne Lacey for making this happen; and 

● Move to Google for Non-Profits, saving the Club approximately $45 per month 

in Google G-Suite subscriptions for our email and office software services. 

The Year Ahead 

The coming financial year will present some cost pressures and financial 

considerations related to: 

● Continued fee discounts provided to Junior Coaches and some key volunteer 

roles across the Club; 

● The hire of training venues, including the AIS and Brindabella Christian 

College for our Senior Program and Premier U19 men’s and women’s teams; 

● Awards and trophy costs for the 2020 season occurring in 2020-21 year; 

● Pressured market for community sports sponsorship as we emerge from the 

COVID-19 pandemic; 

● The uncertainty as to what the club’s engagement in summer basketball 

content will look like beyond the coming single winter season, including 3x3; 

and 

● The increasing cost of bookkeeping as the club continues to grow. 

 

In 2020-21 the Board will continue our support for participation, development and 

broader community engagement, while seeking to keep our Club and sport as 

accessible as possible.  As such we will continue looking to attract sponsorship and 

grant funding opportunities where able. 

Once again, I wish to acknowledge the support of the Rats Board, the diligent work 

of our Bookkeeper Allison Reinecker as well as our fantastic coaches, players, 

parents and supporters during a particularly challenging year. 

 
Peter Webb 
Treasurer 

https://www.april77.com/


 

 

SENIOR PREMIER  

Women 

After the longest pre-season in living memory, the Senior Women’s program had 

sights set on winning two championships on the back of both teams reaching the 

grand finals in 2019, but only Premer 1 securing the win. 

 

The Premier 1 team welcomed talented Rats Junior Lauren Armstrong and 

welcomed back experienced guard Kobi Fogg, with Jo Sykes moving to Premier 2 to 

provide much needed experience to a young and extremely talented team. 

 

Unfortunately, Premier 1 had only 6 

teams and with the Centre of 

Excellence team not eligible for finals, it 

left five teams vying for finals berths.  

At the end of the first round Dodgers 

and Rats headed the race to the finals 

and the ladder remained that way for 

the rest of the year. Rats continued 

their defensive dominance, keeping 

opponents to an average of 60 points 

per game, whereas Dodgers allowed 

77 points per game.  Even the strong 

COE team (featuring the best young 

talent from around Australia) averaged 

only 81 against Rats compared to their 

season average of 108! 

 

Premier 1 faced Wests in the semi-final 

and were down by ‘double digits’ for 

most of the game before storming 

home in the 4th quarter to win by 7. The 

pattern was repeated in the grand final, 

down to Dodgers by 19 points at half-

time and only excellent defence 

keeping them in the game at all.  A 

storming second half fell agonisingly 

short and the quest for a “three peat” 

went unfulfilled. However, the team showed great character and resilience. 

 

The Premier 2 team had a disrupted start to the season with considerable 

uncertainty about player eligibility. The team started their competition with an 

emphatic 58 point win and went on to dominate the season.  In an undefeated 

season, their opponents managed only 35 points per game and in only one game did 

the opponent get within 10 points (overall average winning margin was 30.1).  The 

team was the epitome of an ensemble with every player earning “MVP” honours in at 

least one game. 

 

Above: Emmy Clarke in action against the Centre of Excellence 



 

 

 

 
Above: Premier 2 Women 2020 Champions – undefeated. 

 

Best wishes to Maddy Wheatley who is heading to US College in 2021! 

 

Premier 1     Premier 2 

Isabelle Morgan    Kathryn McMullan 

Kobi Fogg     Jo Sykes 

Nikki Worner     Beth Way 

Sarah Cooper    Gemma Everett 

Natasha Lyall    Bronte Ridley 

Emmersyn Clarke    Madeleine Hunt 

Maddison Wheatley    Alison Francis 

Kelsy Maher     Ilijana Matijevic 

Lauren Armstrong    Erica Cooper 

Madeleine Hunt    Sophie Hallett 

 

MVP: Maddison Wheatley   MVP: Brontie Ridley 

Coaches Award: Lauren Armstrong Coaches Award: Ilijana Matijevic 

      Outstanding Contribution: Jayelin Janssen 

 

 

Michael Haynes, Women’s Head Coach 

Maria Worner, Assistant Coach 
 

 



 

 

 

  

Above: Senior Women’s MVPs Maddy Wheatley – Prem 1 (above left) and Brontie Ridley – Prem 2 (above right) 

 

Men 

The Senior Premier 1 men were looking for a bounce-back season in 2020.  A new 

group was assembled, with some of our older players unable or electing not to play, 

and some graduating Rat juniors eager to step up.  

The Prem 1 squad was looking good after trials and the first couple of trainings 

however the enforced COVID shutdown challenged the momentum that was 

building. When training did resume there was unfortunately some continued 

disruption through both coach unavailability and venue access following the 

cancellation of community bookings for the AIS facilities. With only a short lead in to 

the first game of the rescheduled season this further challenged the group to build on 

court chemistry in readiness for that first tip-off.  

Over the first few games chemistry did start to build, the team better understanding 

how they needed to play.  However, performances in the season’s first half were 

inconsistent, the team often playing to the level of the opposition, competing hard 

with the top teams but without getting any wins. 

Greater consistency and continued effort was rewarded with improved results in the 

second half of the season.  Ben Mitchell had a standout season, averaging almost 



 

 

18 points per game (fifth in the competition), both Mitch Brown and Adam Gavranich 

were consistent contributors, while young talent like Charlie Mellick, James Hurley 

and Robbie Emelifeonwu all shone brightly 

at various times. 

In the end the Prem 1 team missed out on 

a top four spot by one game, with some of 

those early losses (and late injuries) 

coming back to haunt them.  

The Prem 2 men’s squad was a well-

balanced mix of junior and senior players 

and it was hoped to consolidate on a 

Grand Final berth from 2019. Unfortunately 

the side finished in eighth place with eight 

wins, a mix of injuries and absences 

leading to a lack of consistency at both 

ends of the court.  Nonetheless, the side 

will take some positivity from their strong 

run home, including a final round win over 

the higher ranked Queanbeyan. 

The Prem 2 side played great passages at 

times but was unable to sustain that for 

long periods throughout the game to really 

threaten the top sides. Liam Crossman 

and Josh Brennan led well in the backcourt, with Lachlan Mayo showing some high 

quality shooting touch, particularly in the final couple of games. Casey Baines, Matt 

Myles and Justin Koenig played well in the front court, controlling the boards. 

Premier 1     Premier 2 

Ben Mitchell     Lachlan Mayo 

Robbie Emelifeonwu   Chris Brocklehurst 

Mikus Eversons    Thomas Tunks 

Adam Gavranich    Adam McIntosh 

Will Cooper     Liam Crossman 

James Hurley    Matt Myles 

Charlie Mellick    Justin Koenig 

Brad Pateman    Josh Brennan 

Mitch Brown     Casey Baines 

      Harry Black 

      Sam Taylor 

       

MVP: Ben Mitchell    MVP: Josh Brennan 

Coaches Award: Mitch Brown  Coaches Award: Casey Baines 

 

Vivek Gupta, Men’s Premier 1 Coach 

Allan Yates, Men’s Premier 2 Coach 

 

Above: Robbie Emelifeonwu in action for Prem 1 



 

 

  

Above: Senior Men’s MVPs Ben Mitchell – Prem 1 (above left) and Josh Brennan – Prem 2 (above right) 
 

  



 

 

 
 

JUNIORS 

Boys 

Ginninderra Rats Junior Boys program continued to grow during the 2020 winter 

season, with 24 teams nominated for the competition, including one team from 

Sutton. This was the 

largest number of teams 

Rats have entered in a 

winter competition for 

some time, quite 

remarkable considering 

the uncertainty of the 

season.  

Rats ability to field teams 

across many skill levels in 

each age group continues 

to be a draw card for both 

our returning players that 

have been with us many 

seasons and those that are new to basketball. This also gives players a better 

opportunity to be placed in a team that provides the most appropriate environment 

for them to, most importantly, enjoy playing basketball whilst developing their skills 

and confidence. It also provides a pathway for those players that are more ambitious 

with their game - this season we had an unprecedented number of players selected 

for Basketball ACT Representative programs.  

The boys program continued a squad style training approach across a number of 

age groups and divisions. Our squad training resulted in a supportive environment 

for not only our player’s development but also for our volunteer coaches.  

 

Above: Under 14 Div 1 looking sharp in Rats Retro Week 



 

 

Rats were represented by seven junior boys teams over the grand final weekend in 

early December, with five of those taking out the championship. Our season 

champions were: 

U14 Division 1 

U14 Division 2 

U14 Division 4 

U14 Division 6 

U12 Division 6 

I would like to thank all our 

volunteers, coaches and team 

managers who assist with the 

Junior Boys program and help to 

ensure everything runs so 

smoothly. Many of our coaches 

are our senior players and parents 

of players who invest their time 

and effort every week into the 

development of our junior players.  

 

Janice Watson 

Junior Boys Registrar 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

Above: Under 14 Div 4 - Champions 



 

 

 

Girls 

This season was unlike any we have seen before from not knowing whether we 

would even have a basketball season to keeping up with the ever-changing 

arrangements and restrictions in place.  As a club we took it all in our stride, stuck 

together and got through it with smiles on our faces. 

Our team numbers seem to grow every year and this season was no different with 

the girls fielding a total of 18 junior teams, including five in the Under 12s and two in 

our very important Under 10s pathway  The uncertainty of the year had us still 

fielding inquiries from interested players right through until the later rounds of the 

season and, as is our priority, we continued to find ways to get these players into a 

team, into a uniform and on court for Rats in 2020, even where it might only have 

been for a handful of games. Looking around the stadiums, our junior Rats definitely 

stood out in our beautiful new uniforms! 

Above: Under 16 Div 1 Champions 



 

 

In term of results it was a successful year for many of our teams.  Nine of our girls’ 

teams made it into the finals, five teams making it through to their grand finals and 

three teams ultimately taking out the Championship. Our season champions were: 

U16 Division 1 

U16 Division 2 

U19 Division 1 

Special mention to our U12 Division 4 

team who won a thrilling semi-final by 

one point 10-9, only to lose the grand 

final by one point 9-10! 

It’s amazing to see so many girls playing 

basketball at all levels in our Club.  We 

take great pride in being an inclusive club 

and this is in part reflected through the 

continuing strength of our junior girl’s 

program. Our Senior Women’s Prem 1 and 2 again made their Grand Finals in 2020 

and the number of Rats juniors in these two teams is evidence of a playing pathway 

of which we can continue to be proud. 

I would like to say “thank you” to all the players, parents, coaches, managers and 

other volunteers. Ginninderra Rats is a community club and we rely on the 

generosity of our volunteers who selflessly give up their time to help out the club and 

individual teams.  

Heather Cooper 

Junior Girl’s Registrar 
 

Editor’s Note:  After several years of wonderful service supporting our Club in the role of Junior Girls Registrar, 

Heather will step away from the role in 2021.  Heather was recipient of the Milton Valentine Award in 2017 

recognising her efforts.  We thank Heather for such a terrific contribution! 

 

   
 

 

Above: Under 12 Div 4 – so close…. 



 

 

Junior Awards 2020 

 

Award Team Division Recipient 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra River Rats U10 Girls Isabelle Eagles 

Coach’s Award Ginninderra River Rats U10 Girls Alessandra Van Gerwen 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Lake Rats U10 Girls Carla Beswick 

Coach’s Award Ginninderra Lake Rats U10 Girls Adrienne Moore 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra River Rats U10 Boys Darius Wang 

Coach’s Award Ginninderra River Rats U10 Boys Myshka Broinowski 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Lake Rats U10 Boys Ruben Leonard 

Coach’s Award Ginninderra Lake Rats U10 Boys Peter Verhagen-Klower 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U12 Div 1 Girls Aisha Shave 

Coach’s Award  Ginninderra Rats U12 Div 1 Girls Joyce Li 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U12 Div 2 Girls Elena Patton 

Coach’s Award Ginninderra Rats U12 Div 2 Girls Mia Absolon 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U12 Div 2 Boys Toby Gooch 

Coach’s Award Ginninderra Rats U12 Div 2 Boys Sam Whitaker 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U12 Div 3 Girls Audrey Salvage 

Coach’s Award Ginninderra Rats U12 Div 3 Girls Seybelle Paler 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U12 Div 3 Boys Darcy Boudry 

Coach’s Award Ginninderra Rats U12 Div 3 Boys Jack Djokic 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U12 Div 4 Girls Harshita Chavalam 

Coach’s Award Ginninderra Rats U12 Div 4 Girls Grace Cmiel 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U12 Div 4 Boys Jack Headon 

Coach’s Award Ginninderra Rats U12 Div 4 Boys Havish Kommana 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U12 Div 5 Girls Nandhitha Gopalakrishnan 

Coach’s Award Ginninderra Rats U12 Div 5 Girls Ashley Doherty 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U12 Div 5 Boys Jeremy Russell 

Coach’s Award Ginninderra Rats U12 Div 5 Boys Xavier Eagles 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U12 Div 6 Boys Aiden Clark 

Coach’s Award Ginninderra Rats U12 Div 6 Boys Artin Mirarabshahi 

Best Defensive Player Ginninderra Rats U14 Div 1 Girls Poppi Lane 

Most Improved Ginninderra Rats U14 Div 1 Girls Elena Fitzgerald 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U14 Div 1 Boys Joshua Rooks 

Coach’s Award Ginninderra Rats U14 Div 1 Boys Benjamin Godwin 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra River Rats U14 Div 2 Girls Hannah Maddocks 

Coach’s Award Ginninderra River Rats U14 Div 2 Girls Trinity Murphy 

Coach’s Award Ginninderra Lake Rats U14 Div 2 Girls Jasmine Stedman 

Coach’s Award Ginninderra Lake Rats U14 Div 2 Girls Catherine Lewis 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U14 Div 2 Boys Nathan Brown 

Coach’s Award Ginninderra Rats U14 Div 2 Boys Tad Matijevic 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U14 Div 3 Girls Amy Simmons 

Coach’s Award Ginninderra Rats U14 Div 3 Girls Piper Mitry 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U14 Div 3 Boys Njeru Kaumbuthu-Gray 

Coach’s Award Ginninderra Rats U14 Div 3 Boys Connor Lees 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U14 Div 4 Girls Annie Jakab 

Coach’s Award Ginninderra Rats U14 Div 4 Girls Neeve Lynch-Jones 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U14 Div 4 Boys Abhinav Katipally 

Coach’s Award Ginninderra Rats U14 Div 4 Boys Adam Wilson 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Lake Rats U14 Div 6 Boys Jared McArthur 

Coach’s Award Ginninderra Lake Rats U14 Div 6 Boys Noah Perris 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra River Rats U14 Div 6 Boys Dan Moisescu 

Coach’s Award Ginninderra River Rats U14 Div 6 Boys Jay Frando 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U16 Div 1 Girls Laura Topp 

Coach’s Award  Ginninderra Rats U16 Div 1 Girls Maddison Farrah 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U16 Div 1 Boys Matthew Beard-Browning 

Coach’s Award  Ginninderra Rats U16 Div 1 Boys Dante Bruton 



 

 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U16 Div 2 Girls Alicia Patt 

Coach’s Award  Ginninderra Rats U16 Div 2 Girls Caitlin McRae 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U16 Div 2 Boys Angus van Leent 

Coach’s Award  Ginninderra Rats U16 Div 2 Boys David Reinecker 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U16 Div 3 Girls Katie White 

Coach’s Award  Ginninderra Rats U16 Div 3 Girls Audrey McCombie 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U16 Div 3 Boys Callum Smith 

Coach’s Award  Ginninderra Rats U16 Div 3 Boys Luke Wang 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U16 Div 4 Girls Lauren Fleming 

Coach’s Award  Ginninderra Rats U16 Div 4 Girls Maribel Mansour 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U16 Div 4 Boys Eli Xevi 

Coach’s Award  Ginninderra Rats U16 Div 4 Boys Tristan Hannaford 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U16 Div 5 Boys Aidan Reynolds 

Coach’s Award  Ginninderra Rats U16 Div 5 Boys Sonith Gade 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U16 Div 6 Boys Jayden Reed 

Coach’s Award  Ginninderra Rats U16 Div 6 Boys Max Essai 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U19 Div 1 Girls Maddison Wheatley 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U19 Div 1 Boys Charlie Mellick 

Coach’s Award  Ginninderra Rats U19 Div 1 Boys James Hurley 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U19 Div 2 Boys Brooklyn Bruton 

Coach’s Award  Ginninderra Rats U19 Div 2 Boys Archie Webb 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U19 Div 3 Girls Eleanor Gee 

Coach’s Award  Ginninderra Rats U19 Div 3 Girls Madeleine Clark 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U19 Div 3 Boys Wesley Chapman 

Coach’s Award  Ginninderra Rats U19 Div 3 Boys Tom Brake 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U19 Div 4 Boys Joshua McRae 

Coach’s Award  Ginninderra Rats U19 Div 4 Boys Zachary Perris 

Most Valuable Player Ginninderra Rats U19 Div 5 Boys Allessio Gambale 

Coach’s Award  Ginninderra Rats U19 Div 5 Boys James Thompson 
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Milton Valentine Award – Club Person/s of the Year 

The Milton Valentine Award was established in 2011 in recognition of players or volunteers 

of the Ginninderra Rats Basketball Club who have made a significant contribution to the Club 

in that year.  The Award is named in honour of Rats Life Member Milton Valentine who 

passed away on 14 March 2010. 

In 2020 the Award was shared by Janice Watson (van Leent) and Wayne Lacey. 

Janice officially fulfilled the role of Junior 
Boys Registrar in 2020, controlling the 
hasty redeployment of more than 20 boys 
teams and coaches back onto the court 
when the winter season commenced.  Far 
beyond this, Janice’s contribution has 
extended to the roll out of the new 
uniform, supporting training venue access 
for all teams and being a key conduit 
between the Club and Basketball ACT.  If 
you don’t know the answer its more than 
likely that Janice does!!! 

 
As Vice President of the Club Wayne is 
the operational link between the Club and 
Basketball ACT, a consuming role in a 
year of so many unknowns.  In 2020 he 
has also played an important role in 
securing training venue access for all 
teams, assumed roles as key contact to 
the junior girls program, and in consultation with the Board, supported the uniform transition 
and managed roll out of the new website and extended social media activities.  And through 
all this he continued to coach the Under 10 Boys River Rats and our Under 12 Girls Division 
2 (who squeezed their way into finals!).  
 
Volunteers are the backbone of any community club.  We thank all our wonderful volunteers 
that help keep our teams on the court and our Club thriving! 

 

Above: Wayne Lacey and Janice Watson 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


